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Minutes of the Billingford Parish Council  meeting held on Tuesday 11th November  2025 at 7.00 p.m. in Billingford Village Hall

Councillors Present:-          Cllr A Lake, Cllr A Cutcher and Cllr S Wilson  

Other Members Present:-   6 Electors  and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk 

[bookmark: page3R_mcid16][bookmark: page3R_mcid15]1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to receive apologies for absence.	
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting. 
There were apologies received from   Cllr P Richardson and these were accepted.  

2.	To declare any Interests re items on the Agenda.
There were no interests declared.

3.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2025
The minutes had been circulated.  Cllr Wilson proposed that the minutes of the meeting be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Cutcher and carried. The Chairman and the Clerk signed the minutes. 

[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]4.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of September (not on the Agenda).
There were no matters raised.

Matters Raised by The Public.
A resident present reported the fact that a few Fridays ago 2 police cars travelled through the village, driving at a very fast speed through Bintree Road.  She thought that travelling down thar road was very dangerous.  The first one was travelling north. Traffic and farm vehicles are travelling over 30 m.p.h. carrying large agricultural equipment. Drivers are using their mobile phones.  The Chairman offered to consult with the Police about her concerns.

5.	To submit any required questions to Dist. Cllr G Bambridge and County Cllr B Borrett.
As neither of the Councillors were present, it was not possible to pose any questions to them.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid22][bookmark: page3R_mcid21]6.	To discuss any necessary correspondence received.
Email from Kickstart Norfolk regarding transportation needs in the local area.  Yes, there is the occasional need in the village for this sort of service, but it is not possible to quantify how much of a need.  The organisation will be informed of this fact.
.
Email from Rufus Philip to Cllr Cutcher regarding Norfolk’s 1 million trees story.  The email thanked Cllr Cutcher for being part of the Norfolk 1 Million Trees story by adding 30 trees to the tree and hedge count.  The action helps the local environment and fight climate change.  The trees will be added to the 1 Million Trees for Norfolk Progress Map.

Request to the Parish Council for feedback on Property Flood Resilience dated 1st October and response submitted on 3rd November. Cllr Cutcher responded to this.  He explained to those present what his comments were.  It is all about flood defences.
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[bookmark: page3R_mcid38]7.	To discuss any Planning Issues.
PL/2025/1607/FMIN Land off Festival Road.  This has gone to Appeal and the Appeal has been rejected.  The occupier was given 9 months to reinstate the site to its original condition.  He has now reapplied under different conditions.  The Parish Council had agreed a response and it has been sent to  Breckland Council.  The Parish Council does not feel that a retrospective application is appropriate or that the application should be approved.  The Chairman felt that the Parish Council has done as much as it can.  Natural England have put their report in today and it is quite critical.  A parishioner said he  will copy his objections to Gordon Bambridge.  

A resident asked about working schedules as she is trying to find out whether builders should work 7 days a week and during what times, as she has been unable to find out any information using a website. It was suggested that she contacts Breckland Council to try to find out some information,

8.	To discuss the Local Development Plan Update
Billingford village falls into the settlement category of ‘Other’ (effectively Open Countryside) so it does not fall into a category for big developments, just small ‘local needs’ with an estimate of 6 new houses in the period to 2042. This should remove the development threat on the Bintree Road with no ‘preferred’ development sites within the village.  All the proposed development is going to go either side of the village, primarily to North Elmham and Bawdeswell but this will have impacts on traffic flows on the B1145.  There is still a proposal in Swanton Morley for up to 2,000  new houses but it has not progressed very much at the moment as timescales need to be worked out with MoD.  Cllr Cutcher will be attending a meeting at Breckland Council office on 2nd December between 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. when the Local Plan will be consulted on.

9.	To discuss progress, if any, on the Norfolk Nutrient Neutrality initiative and the replacement of septic tanks with water treatment plants.
Billingford village is in the Nutrient Neutrality area.  A resident had sent an email to Cllr Cutcher saying a Water  Treatment Plant was about to be installed by one of the companies but Cllr Cutcher is not aware of any work being started yet.  A few people in the village are planning to going ahead with water treatment plant installations.

10.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr Cutcher proposed the following financial transactions be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Wilson and carried.
Clerk’s net salary,   £466.20    Tax  £57.00        Clerk’s expenses Oct. – Nov.  £162.99
J Fencing (Groundscape) grass cutting  £960.00   Glason UK Ltd  grit bin  £169.49

Since the last meeting the second precept of £2,500.00 from Breckland Council had been received, 2 payments of £5.00 had been made to Campaign to Protect Rural England and 2 payments to SSE for electricity, 1 for £24.73 and 1 for £57.42

[bookmark: page3R_mcid23][bookmark: page3R_mcid27][bookmark: page3R_mcid26]11. 	To discuss the Financial Update and raise any queries.
The document had been circulated and no-one had any questions relating to the document.
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12.	To set the precept for 2026 -2027
Cllr Cutcher proposed the precept remains set at £5,000.00, second by Cllr Wilson and carried.

13.	To adopt the Data Protection Privacy Notice.
Cllr Lake proposed this be adopted, seconded by Cllr Wilson and carried.

14.	To adopt the I.T. Policy and discuss the Assertion 10 question on the AGAR for next year.
Cllr Lake proposed the I.T. Policy be adopted, seconded by Cllr Wilson and carried.  The Clerk explained that on next year’s |AGAR there will be the requirement to have an I.T. Policy, so that is why one needed to be adopted.  Also, there will be the need to have an email ending gov.uk and the Clerk is dealing with this.

15.	To receive an update on the Tree Preservation Orders
On 23rd October Cllr Cutcher met with the Tree Preservation Officer, Mr Fisher,  and received a very positive reaction from him.  He was impressed with the trees on Bintree Road. Work will be done on the orders soon.

16.	To receive an update on forthcoming events at the V. Hall and events that have taken place.
No events have taken place in the village hall since September.

On Saturday 6th December, the Christmas Quiz will take place at 7.30 p.m.
On 14th December the Christmas Carol Service will take place in St. Peter’s Church at 3.00 p.m.

17.	To receive an update on St. Peter’s Church.
The large west window is in the process of being repaired and also the slatted louvers up in the bell tower are being replaced.  Some builders have gone in and cleared the debris out of the bell tower, 3 ½ tonnes of bird mess.  It was very difficult to deal with.  There is now a proposal to hold a service in the church every 3rd Sunday of the month, because there is no service in North Elmham then.  This will start in the New Year.

18.	To discuss any Highways issues in the village.
There are  leaks at the top of Holl Lane and also in Festival Road and they were fixed but  have now come back again.  It has been reported and the response was that it was due to rats.

19.	To discuss the SAM2 sign and Community Speed Watch (if any reporting available).
The village did not have the sign for a while.  When it did arrive, it was only in the village for about 18 days.  There were difficulties at first getting the data off.  Data is available from 18th October to  7th  November.  Cllr Wilson has not analysed the data yet.  Traffic is bad at the moment.  There is a big dip in the road and there are a lot of large vehicles causing a lot of clatter.  Cllr Wilson is considering filming the noise
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Regarding Speed Watch, there are only technically 4 members but it needs to have 6.  It is difficult to find opportunities to carry out a session with such a small number of people.  Cllr Wilson thinks a newsletter should be created and distributed, in an attempt to get more members.

20.	Update on the installation of the new grit bin.
The grit bin has been purchased and installed.  Norfolk County Council have been asked to fill up the old one.

21.	To agree to the purchase of new paediatric pads for the Defibrillator.
They will go out of date on 16th December.  Mrs Wilson will be purchasing new pads and will need to be reimbursed.  She will become the Guardian of the Defibrillator.

22.	To discuss with Cllr Borrett, if he is present,  funding for ‘narrow road’ or ‘access width limit’ type signs for Bintree Rd and to agree the application.
Cllr Borrett was not present, so it could not be discussed with him.  Cllr Cutcher said he would apply for funding for the sign through the 2025/2026 Parish Partnership bid scheme before the deadline of 1st December.

23.	To confirm a date for the Winter Solstice Walk
This will take place on Saturday 20th December, starting from the Village Hall at 12.00 p.m. and finishing at The Bintree Oak Pub.

24.	To receive items for next agenda.
Co-option of new Parish Councillors

The Chairman explained that there are several vacancies for Parish Councillors on the Parish Council, so if anyone was interested in joining, would they please contact Mrs Hubbard, the Parish Council Clerk.

25.	To set date and time of the next Parish Council meeting
The next meeting will probably take place early February 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the V. Hall.     
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 
8.40 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.



……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date


…………………………………………………….                          …………………………...                                                                                                   
Clerk                                                                                                  Date

