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Website address of the Billingford Village Website:-  www.billingfordpc.info                                
DRAFT            Minutes of the Billingford Parish Council  meeting held on Monday 
                              12th October 2026 at 6.30 p.m. in Billingford Village Hall

Councillors Present:-          Cllr A Lake, Cllr A Cutcher, Cllr P Richardson and Cllr S Wilson  

Other Members Present:-   7  Dist. Cllr B Borrett and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk 

[bookmark: page3R_mcid16][bookmark: page3R_mcid15]1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider and receive apologies for absence.
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting. 
There were  no apologies for absence received.

2.	To declare any Interests re items on the Agenda.
There were no interests declared.

3.	To co-opt onto the Parish Council Sarah Stevenson.
Cllr Lake proposed Sarah Stevenson be co-opted onto the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Cutcher and carried.

4.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Sarah Stevenson.
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Sarah Stevenson.

5.	To co-opt onto the Parish Council Stephanie Harris.
Cllr Lake proposed Stephanie Harris be co-opted onto the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Cutcher and carried.

6.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Stephanie Harris.
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Stephanie Harris.

7.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2026.
The minutes had been circulated.  Cllr Wilson proposed that the minutes of the meeting be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Cutcher and carried. The Chairman and the Clerk signed the minutes. 
[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]8.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of August  (not on the Agenda).
There were no matters raised.

9.	To receive an update on St. Peter’s Church.
Mrs Ginnie Edgecombe spoke about the Church and explained that it does not have a Vicar at the moment but it does have 2 Worship Assistants.  This is one of 9 parishes being looked after.  It does not have a Parochial Church Council nor a Church Warden, nor a correct Governance.  The Church is actually functioning well.  Mrs Edgecombe is happy to be a Church Warden but needs to be on the Electoral Role for the Church and then she can be elected.  A new church members roll needs to be created.  Adverts will go in next May for a new Vicar.  It will be after Easter before interviews take place.  Billingford will not have a representative on the interview panel because they do not have a P.C.C.  It is important that 
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Billingford has a voice regarding what they want regarding a new Vicar.  Services will carry on as Alice Richardson and Ginnie Edgecombe can perform them.  The views of residents are welcome.  Regarding finances, Mrs Richardson and Mrs Edgecombe are on the bank account.  The Quinquennial Report has been done this year.  The architect came in August and she thought that St Peter’s Church generally was in good condition and good work has been done since 2021.  £50,000 has been spent on the building in the last 3 years, all from private donations and successful grant applications.  The £50,000 does not include the cleaning work.  There is a problem with the guttering because they are too small.  It is not really fit for purpose.  The building will deteriorate until it is sorted out.  It might cost between £10,000 to £25,000 to sort out.  A planned programme of masonry repairs is needed.  The bell has been lowered to the tower floor for safety reasons.  It will cost £7,500 plus VAT to fix the bell.  A new curtain would also be helpful.  A grant from the Norfolk Churches Trust has been obtained.  Cllr Stevenson has agreed to lock and unlock the Church when needed.  Some work needs to be done on the door and Cllr Lake can help with this.  A few of the church congregation are looking at options to ‘support’ the weight of the door to assist its opening. The 5-year electrical certificate has been obtained, so it is safe where electrics are concerned.  Cllr Cutcher thanked Mrs Edgecombe  for her fundraising efforts and for delivering her report.

Matters Raised by The Public.
The Village Hall was discussed but was due to be discussed in depth later on during the meeting.

10.	To submit any required questions to Dist. Cllrs G Bambridge and Bill Borrett (if present).
Cllr Borrett spoke about the fact that there still might be a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk.  Norfolk has to ask the Government for a Mayor, so the idea of a Mayor is a possibility again.  There will be a consultation regarding the Overnight Visitors Expenses Levy.  The idea of the Unitary system is on hold for the time being. Overage fees for village land sold by Breckland District Council were discussed and an email detailing this will be sent to Cllr Borrett. 

[bookmark: page3R_mcid22][bookmark: page3R_mcid21]11.	To discuss any necessary correspondence received.
There was no correspondence to discuss other than the email at item 17.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid38]12.	To discuss any Planning Issues, if necessary.
No planning applications were discussed.

13.	To  discuss the RoSPA report on the play equipment.
Cllr Lake had read the report and thought there were some queries regarding the design of  the climbing frame so a letter will be sent to NGF Play Ltd about this.

14.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr  Richardson proposed the following financial transactions be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Harris and carried.
Clerk’s net salary Sept.-Oct. £479.88    HMRC Tax   £60.60   Clerk’s expenses  £51.54
Clerk’s expenses Dec. – August   £164.04          Open Spaces membership £45.00 
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Since the August meeting, £10.00 has been given to Campaign to Protect Rural England and £63.91 to S.S.E. Energy.  £2,500.00 received from Breckland Council as second payment of precept.
	
[bookmark: page3R_mcid23][bookmark: page3R_mcid27][bookmark: page3R_mcid26]15. 	To discuss the Financial Update and raise any queries.
The document had been circulated and no-one had any questions relating to the document.

16.	To receive an update on forthcoming events at the V. Hall and events that have taken place since the last meeting.
The recent Coffee Morning held in the Village Hall was successful.  People were not charged but there was a Donation pot.  Cllr Stevenson, Cllr Harris and resident Clare Brahimi are keen to see the Village Hall in regular use.  They have emailed the Village Hall Trustees in this context, also raising a few items that need resolving if it is to be used regularly,  No reply has as yet been received.  It was suggested that a short follow-up email is sent to initiate a reply and they agreed this would be done. 

17.	To discuss any Highways issues in the village.
There was discussion regarding the email that had been sent by Clare Brahimi and Mandy Dawson regarding village issues.  There are problems getting to the Public footpath, which is to the right of Billingford Hall.  To put in a trod to North Elmham would be very expensive and the Parish Council would have to pay for half the cost, even if it was a Parish Partnership Scheme project.  The first step would be to get Highways involved.  There is insufficient time to gather the information, quotes and permissions required for this year’s Parish Partnership bid timetable.  A Playground/Children’s sign would be beneficial and the cost of one would be investigated by the Clerk.  Going into Billingford from the west from the B1145 from North Elmham, all the signs are nearly invisible, so Highways will be contacted regarding dealing with them.  The 30 m.p.h. and Slow sign on the road surface have nearly been obliterated and they need redoing.  Recently there has been a bike gathering on a Friday evening at The Lakes and they were very noisy. It is run by the son of a Bintree resident.  They have stopped gathering, now it is winter but they might start up again at the end of March/early April.  It was suggested a letter be sent, asking if the motor bike drivers could travel at a lower speed and try to not make quite so much noise.  Cllr Wilson offered to draft a letter and send it off.

18.	To discuss the SAM2 sign and Community Speed Watch (if any reporting available).
Mileham village has dropped out of the rota, so the rota has changed.  This means that the sign comes to Billingford for a whole month. There were 100 vehicles on the data and no alarming speeds were noted.  It was felt that it was worthwhile doing the Community Speed Watch exercise.
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19.	To receive from Cllr Cutcher an update regarding the application for TPOs on 2 Oak trees on Bintree Road and planning for 30 saplings arriving in November.
Cllr Cutcher has not had any response regarding the TPOs from the officer responsible, nor from Cllr Bambridge.  Cllr Borrett asked him to send to him the email and he would chase up this matter.  The 30 small saplings are arriving in November.  Cllr Richardson has the guards but  ties and  compost are needed.  Cllr Wilson proposed the cost of these goods be paid for by the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Richardson and carried.  Cllr Cutcher thought the cost would be about £50.00. Some of the Parish Councillors will have a site meeting and discuss where the trees will be planted.

20	To receive an update on the  ‘narrow road’ or ‘access width limit’ type signs for
Bintree Road.
The signs are now in place.

21.	To discuss the Equinox Walk and future solstice walks.
The Equinox walk was enjoyable.  The next walk will be on Saturday 19th December,
but the date will be confirmed.

22.	To receive items for next agenda
To set the Precept for 2027/2028.

23.	To set date and time of the next Parish Council meeting.
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 12th January 2027 at 6.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 
8.15 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.



……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date




…………………………………………………….                          …………………………...                                                                                                   
Clerk                                                                                                  Date






